
	

 
December 18, 2019 
 

Open Letter to the Government of India: Solidarity Against CAA and NRC 
 
As students, faculty, alumni, and affiliates of Columbia University, we firmly oppose India’s 
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and National Register of Citizens (NRC). We stand in 
solidarity with the students of Jamia Millia University, Aligarh Muslim University, and the many 
more students and individuals protesting across India and the world. We commend the bravery 
and commitment of these protestors and aim to use our platforms to uplift their voices. 
 
By excluding Muslims from its definition, CAA disguises religious discrimination in the 
language of inclusion. The law provides a pathway to citizenship for Hindu, Sikh, Parsi, 
Christian, Buddhist, and Jain refugees fleeing religious persecution in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and 
Bangladesh. The failure to extend these benefits to Muslims has been justified by the fact that 
Muslims do not comprise a religious minority in these countries, yet the context of the attitude of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and Modi’s government towards Muslims suggests more 
sinister reasoning.  
 
Meanwhile, the implementation of the NRC in Assam has rendered almost 2 million people 
stateless. Many Indians--particularly those marginalized by religion, class, gender, sexuality, and 
caste-- have lived in India without formal documentation for generations. So while the CAA 
does not explicitly target Indian Muslims, the BJP’s plans to expand the NRC nationally have 
created a reasonable fear that the combination of these two policies will further threaten Muslim 
rights. India claims to be a secular democracy, yet the CAA clearly violates Article 14 of the 
Indian Constitution, which safeguards equality before the law for all persons. 
 
The recent crackdown on dissent by state officials is but the latest outcome of an increasingly 
fascist government. We acknowledge that Hindutva violence against Muslim, dalit, and adivasi 
communities did not begin with the passing of the CAA. We mourn the lives that have already 
been lost to this violence, such as Rohith Vemula, Tabrez Ansari, and Gauri Lankesh. 
Additionally, if the government has sanctioned such brutality against Indian students within the 
country’s own capital, we are forced to imagine the atrocities being committed under the shroud 
of the communications blackout in Kashmir. The abrogation of Article 370, the incendiary 
Transgender Persons’ (Protection of Rights) Act, the NRC, and the CAA are all connected in 
their attempts to violently undermine minority rights while simultaneously claiming to protect 
them.  
 
The Indian government must revoke the CAA and NRC, but the journey to restore justice will 
require far more action. Until then, we encourage students, activists, and community members to 
continue protesting fascism, and we join them in this fight. Inquilab Zindabad, the revolution 
lives on.  
 
Signatory Organizations: 
Columbia University South Asian Feminism(s) Alliance 
The Organization of Pakistani Students of Columbia University 



	

 
Columbia Muslim Students Association 
Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine 
Club Zamana 
 
Individual Signatories: 
Debashree Mukherjee, MESAAS faculty 
John Stratton Hawley, Claire Tow Professor of Religion, Barnard 
Parima Kadikar, Columbia College 2020 
Siri Ketha, Barnard College 2023 
Shariq Jumani, Columbia College, 2021  
Sejal Jain, SEAS 2019 
Poorvi Bellur, CC 2019 
Medina Shah 2021 
Lalitha Madduri, SEAS 2021 
Anish Gawande, CC'18  
Zunaira Mubasher CC’16 
Supriya Ambwani, GS '19 
Kamya Arora , Columbia ‘18 
Kunal Kanodia CC ‘17 
Nikhil Dominic CC'18 
Ankush Bhuyan, Columbia University 
Lawrence Grief, Columbia College 2018 
Sohini Chattopadhyay, PhD Candidate, GSAS 
Ansh Sandhu;  Columbia'2020 
Akash Jason Singh CC’20 
Name- aratrika mustafi, College-Graduate school of Arts and Sciences, Columbia University, 
graduation expected 2020 
Surabhi Vaya 
Saurabh Runwal, Columbia College, 2018 
Bani Sapra, Columbia College, 2019 
Iqra Bawany, CC’19 
Avanti Maluste, Columbia College 2008 
Radhe Patel '15 
Aasma John, Columbia University, 2020 
Shreya Ganguly, GS ‘21 
Arwa Adib, BC 2021 
Shahnur Said, Barnard College Columbia University, 2020 
Claudia Murray, Barnard College 2023 
Shalvi, School of the Arts, 2020 
Sarandha Jain, doctoral and teaching fellow, Department of Anthropology, Columbia University  
Pranathi Pothireddy, Columbia University, 2019 
Arbaz Omar, CC, 2022 
Anoosha Banerjee, Barnard College '20 
Anandita Parekh, Barnard College, 2018 
Rayaan Khatau, CC '17 



	

 
Sundas Amer, Columbia College, 2015 
Jack Treval, Columbia College, 2019 
Naina Sahrawat, BC ‘18 
Rattanamol Singh Johal, GSAS ‘21 
James Davis 
Erin Vaughn CC 2018 
Shaakya Vembar, BC '17 
Radhika Shah, Barnard College, 2019 
Rhia Bhattacharya, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Columbia University, 2021 
Ayesha, Columbia University, 2025 
Angad Burman, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 2020 
Shruti Parikh, Barnard College, 2016 
Pranjal Bajaj, SEAS, 2019 
Sitara Herur, GS’19 
Jeanne Chouchana, CC’18 
Zoha Shahabuddin, Columbia University, Class of 2018 
Sofia Park, Columbia College, Class of 2018 
Mikako Murphy, BC 2022 
Naman Agrawal, SEAS 2018 
Urvashi Pathania’16  
Maleeha Naqvi, Barnard College, 2016 
Lukas Salomon CC ‘18 
Daniel Barg, Columbia College, 2017 
Josue, CC18 
Drashti Brahmbhatt SIPA '21 
Sheena Qiao, CC 19  
Priya Pai, Columbia College, 2020 
Pari Bishen, Barnard 2021 
Anuja Pharasi, Columbia College, 2021 
Celena Dong, CC 2021  
Sana Satpathy, UC Berkeley, MPP 2021 
Misbah Farooqi, Columbia College, 2021 
Angela Lytle, Barnard, 2022 
Fatima Khan, Barnard College, 2022 
Aashna Singh, Barnard College, 2019 
G. Gayathri, SEAS 2016 
Miya Tada 
Anja Chivukula, BC ‘21 
Sarika Persaud, Teachers College, 2014 
Mallika Walia, Barnard’16 
Nandini Talwar, Barnard, 2022 
Saad Naqvi, Columbia Engineering, 2019 
Kosha Modi, Columbia Universiry, 2024 
Gabriela Aquije, Columbia College 2021 
Jonathan Kroah, CC 2016 



	

 
Myesha, Barnard, 2023 
M Khojah, SEAS, 2019 
Chandni Suresh, TC 2020 
Siri Srinivas 
Sahil Arora, Columbia University, Dec 2019 
Varun Kadikar, Columbia, 2022 
Antara Chakrabarti, Columbia University (GSAS) 
Ayushmaan Kumar, SEAS, 2020 
Zawareen Zakaria, BC '20 
Sanchit Jain, Columbia College 2018 
Nicole-Ann Lobo, Columbia College, 2019 
Sanjana M, Columbia College, 2015 
Xinyu Guan CC’15 
Ketaki Purohit, SIPA, 2016 
Gauri Talwar 
Devika Kapadia, CC 2018 
Tanvi, Columbia college, 2018 
Tanvi, CC 2015 
Alay Syed, Barnard 2016 
Mehar Pathak Columbia College 2018 
Mandeep Minhas - GSAS, ‘16 
Sakshi Mathur 
Claire Nanthayapirom, Columbia University, 2020 
Devina Srivastava, SIPA, 2020 
Mandeep Singh, Columbia College, 2015 
Akshiti Vats 
Rohit Prasanna SEAS 2014 
Anuja, Columbia University, 2020 
Shreyas Manohar, Columbia College, 2018 
Anuja Jaiswal, Merton College - University of Oxford, 2019 
Aditi Kapoor, Columbia University and Trinity College Dublin, 2023 
Yasmeen Abdel Majeed, CC, 2018 
Taha Tehseen 
Oliver Fisk, SGS, 2023 
Veeksha Madhu, Wellesley College c/o 2022 
Chloë Moret, School of General Studies, 2023 
Prateek Sahni, CC 2020 
Niki Shrestha, SIPA 2018 
Vicente Hansen Columbia College ‘15 
Olivia Flaherty-Lovy, Columbia University, 2023 
Aaron Anderson (CC 2018) 
Giovanni Pagán Vélez, CC ‘18 & SIPA ‘19 
Sophia Giordano, School of General Studies, 2023 
Andy Tran, Columbia University School of General Studies, 2023 
Jacob Hernandez, CC'19 



	

 
Zachary Hendrickson, CC ‘19 
Connor Carp Columbia University 2023 
Yazan Nagi, Columbia College, 2016 
Connor Carp Columbia University 2023 
Alema, Barnard, 2019 
Madeleine Hearn  
Osman Moneer, Columbia College, Columbia University, 2018 
Steven Hamel, UPenn, 2020 
Rohan Bhutani, Shaheed Bhagat Singh College(DU) 
Sadie Yudkin, Barnard College, 2018 
Ayesha, Columbia University  
Surbhi Lohia, Barnard College, 2019 
Maryam Rahaman, Columbia College '22 
Sarah Rahaman, CC ‘10 
Olivia Flaherty-Lovy, Columbia University, 2023 
Aafaque R Khan, University of Arizona, 2021 
Maureen Nole, Columbia University, 20232 
Shiboni Dsouza, B.M.S. College of Engineering ‘16 
Abby, Trinity College/Columbia, ‘23 
Sophia Seidenberg, Barnard ‘19 
Columbia university /Trinity College Dublin '23 
Keshav Iyer, Cornell University, 2018 
Cormac Chester, Wesleyan University, 2020 
Priyanka Mariwala, CC 2018 
Clara Luisa Bryan, Wesleyan University, 2021 
Kalpana Mohanty, Barnard College, Class of 2018 
Joseph Aimard, Columbia University, 2023 
Rebecca Teich 
Rebecca Teich, CC 18 
Fatima Koli, SEAS MS 2020 
Kay Gabriel, CC 2013 
Elyse Barnard College 2022 
Sayali Nagwekar, GSAS 
Adil Habib, Columbia College '16 
Zahabiya Yahya, GSAS, 2021 
Monica Carty, Columbia College, 2015 
Daniela Dos Santos, GS, 2017 
Tarana Lalwani, Alum 
Angad Burman, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 2020 
Sarandha Jain, doctoral and teaching fellow, Department of Anthropology, Columbia University  
 
 


